The Real Issues
Intro: Here the apostle John warns us about the ever looming danger of loving the world.
But what does he mean by that? Is he speaking of the world in the sense of nature? Is he referring to the world in the sense of material things? Is he telling us that as Christians we can’t enjoy art, literature, sports or other types of entertainment? 

Dr. Ironside tells the story of his commenting to a man regarding the beauty of a certain rose bush. “I’m not interested in roses”, replied the man, “I’m not of this world”. 
For some Christians the refusal to enjoy nature would equal not loving the world.
Some Christian’s would assume that a Christian who lives in a big beautiful house, drives an expensive car and wears designer suits would without a doubt be worldly. But is that necessarily true?
Others would condemn some as worldly for having a glass of wine with dinner, or a beer after work, or for going to the movies or for listening to what they would refer to as secular music. But is that a legitimate conclusion regarding people who do such things?
You see, when we teach against worldliness it’s really important that we have an accurate definition of the subject, lest we swing over into the realm of legalism and end up condemning the innocent and justifying the guilty.  

Legalism is marked by an over emphasis on non-essential even trivial matters, and an over looking of what is really important.

The Pharisees were first rate legalist. Jesus said to them, “you strain at a gnat and swallow a camel”.
I have heard preachers condemn people for allowing their children to watch Saturday morning cartoons, or go trick or treating on Halloween while they themselves were guilty of drunkenness and covetousness!

I’ve heard preachers condemn people for having a glass of wine with dinner while they themselves were committing adultery!

So let’s make sure we really understand what the apostle means when he says ‘do not love the world’.
I. The “world” as John uses the term here is the equivalent to what the apostle Paul calls, “this present evil world”… “The world is not so much a sphere as an atmosphere, it’s a system of thought and life that leaves God out, that completely disregards his will. It includes everything which is sinful or likely to be so. But what more definitely is “the world”?  The line cannot be drawn with absolute clearness. There are certain things in the world about which there is no question. Whatever falls under the category of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes or the pride (pretentiousness) of life. 

But there are others which may be described as on the border lines, and each one must decide for himself in fellowship with God whether or not a thing is “worldly” for him. The great principle of Paul applies here, “whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 
II. Judging things right.
a. The Christian and material things.

b. The Christian and alcohol.

c. The Christian and culture.

Close: My point in taking this approach to the subject of worldliness, is to help us see what the real issues are, so we do not become petty, irrelevant and ineffective in our mission of impacting people for Christ.
