Spiritual Growth
1 Jn. 2:12-14

Introduction: Here in our text John makes reference to the three stages of spiritual life. Little children, referring to new believers, young men, referring to mature believers and fathers, referring to those who for many years have faithfully walked with the Lord and as a result have a deep and intimate relationship with Him.
Let’s look at the characteristics of each stage and then see how to progress from one stage to another.

I. Little children- new Christians, babes in Christ. They have experienced the forgiveness of sins, and have come to know God.

a. There’s nothing more exciting than a new Christian! They are excited, zealous, adventuresome, anxious to learn, quick to obey. They remind us of the simplicity in Christ and challenge us to get back to that simple trust in the Lord. I thank God for new believers. I’m afraid we’d stagnate without them!

II. Young men- those that have faithfully followed the Lord for some time. Those who have made the word of God a priority, their delight is in the law of the Lord and in his law they meditate day and night.

a. There’s nothing more encouraging than a mature believer. They’re strong, they’re resolute, stable and consistent. They’ve got a grip on the word of God and they wield it as a sword to beat back the advances of the devil. 
III. Fathers- those who have weathered the storms of many years by a continual love and devotion to Jesus. 
a. There is no greater blessing than being able to be around these seasoned veterans of the faith. They are full of humility and wisdom, faith and love. Being around them is like spending time in heaven!
This is where the Lord wants to take us all. From new believers, to mature believers, to seasoned believers. From knowing our sins are forgiven, to overcoming the evil one, to knowing God in the deepest most profound way possible here on earth.
IV. How do we do this? It’s simple, but not easy. Plus, there’s the very real possibility of falling into an arrested state of spiritual development.

a. To the Corinthians Paul said, “I could not speak to you as to spiritual people, but as to carnal”. (1Cor 3:1)
b. The author of Hebrews wrote to his readers, “though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food”. (Heb 5:12)
c. How do we avoid this arrested state?

1. Word abides in you.

2. Prayer.

3. Fellowship

4. Service

5. Witness

