Introduction to 1 John.
Some 60 years had passed since the Holy Spirit had descended upon those gathered in the upper room on the day of Pentecost.

John is the last surviving Apostle, and strange new ideas about Jesus Christ and the Christian faith have begun to make inroads into the church.

Some had espoused the idea that Jesus wasn’t really human. He was actually more of a spirit being, an apparition, a phantom.

Others were denying his messiah-ship and belief in the Trinity.

There was a denial of the reality of sin, and a rejection of a scripturally based morality. 

There was a deep animosity and hatred toward those who held fast to the old views and rejected the new ideas of the enlightened few.

In this letter, John weighs in with Apostolic authority and eyewitness integrity to set the record straight. 

One of the interesting things to me about the scriptures is how they never lose their relevance. We, two thousand years later, find ourselves in a similar situation to those that John had initially written to.

Strange new ideas, not unlike those that John had to address, are presently making inroads into the church. 
1. The New Age Jesus- An apparition, an ascended master, one with Buddha, and Krishna.
2. Liberalism’s Jesus- He’s anything but divine, he’s anything but what the N.T. declares him to be. A charismatic, pre-Marxist revolutionary, with social justice at the top of his agenda.  

3. Islam’s Jesus- a prophet of Allah, a Muslim.

4. Sin is no longer a violation of God’s righteous standard, but the failure to love one’s self, or a lack of tolerance.

5. A scripturally based morality is blatantly rejected. The term sexual sin is seen as a vestige of an unenlightened age.  (Divorce, homosexuality etc.)
Here in this letter we have Apostolic authority to set the record straight in our day. Thank God!
