Misplaced Affection

Introduction: In our previous study on these verses we talked about some of the misconceptions that people have had regarding just exactly what John meant when he said, “Do not love the world”. We saw the importance of defining the terms WORLD or WORLDLINESS lest we end up missing the real issues, becoming legalistic, petty and subsequently irrelevant. 

So what are the real issues and what constitutes ‘loving the world’ in the sense that John uses here? Living for the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of life constitutes loving the world and not loving God.

“A worldly man is one who lives as though this were the only world. He may think about another, he may say he believes in another, He may read the Bible and attend church on Sunday, but the rest of the week in business, at home, in pleasure, he lives as though there were no God in the universe”.

Living for your passions, for possessions, or for position, instead of living for God is loving the world.

Eve in the garden and Jesus in the wilderness.

1. The lust of the flesh- Passions.

2. The lust of the eyes- Possessions.

3. The pride (pretentiousness) of life- Position. 

Close: Help Lord!

