The Last Hour

I Jn. 2:18-29

1. The last hour.

What is the meaning of such terms as ‘the last hour’, or, ‘the day is at hand’, or, ‘the Lord is at hand’, or, ‘the time is near’, or, ‘behold I come quickly’? After all two thousand years have passed since these words were written.

Quote FF Bruce- “Though time intervenes between Christ’s first and second coming, it is not recognized in the Gospel scheme… Up to Christ coming in the flesh, the course of things ran straight towards that end, nearing it by every step; but now, under the Gospel, that course has altered its direction, as regards the second coming, and runs, not towards the end, but along it, and on the brink of it; and is at all times near that great event, which, did it run towards it, it would at once run into. Christ, then is ever at our doors.
In the Christian era it is always five minutes to midnight. But as ‘the course of things’ runs along the edge of the final consummation, that edge at times becomes a knife-edge, and at such times the sense of it being ‘the last hour’ is specially acute.”

Illustration- Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Panama, (Central America) Mexico, Texas, North Dakota to the Canadian border. Canada is at hand! West along the border. So with the kingdom, time was running toward it until Christ came, now time is running parallel to it!

2. The Anti-Christ. 

Jesus prophesied the coming of the antichrist in Jn. 5:43

I have come in my father’s name, and you do not receive me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

That man is coming! He is called antichrist because he is both against Christ and in the place of Christ. He will be the counterfeit Christ.

3. Many antichrist-

a. Cerinthus a contemporary of John who taught that Jesus was an ordinary man upon whom the Christ spirit came at his baptism and departed before his crucifixion.

b. Anti-Christ spirit permeating the world!

4. Who is antichrist?

He who denies the Father and the Son. 

Islam, (quote Koran) all other religions and cults.

5. Spiritual deception-

“There are many dangers in the Christian life, but perhaps the very worst is that of false teaching. It has such an inoffensive look, and as such is unlike anything immoral. It often deceives, because it seems to suggest new ideas. The soul would quickly reject anything openly and avowedly sinful, and yet may easily succumb to the fascination of novel thoughts and ways”.

6. Anointing teaches us all things. 

The spirit and the Bible is all you need. Gifted teachers are part of the Spirit’s ministry to the church.

7. Belief affects behavior- verse 29

