Walking in the Light
I Jn. 1-2:2

Introduction: The church has been in a battle since the day it came into existence. Jesus himself said, “the kingdom of heaven suffers violence…” One of the early attacks against the faith came through what is known as Gnosticism. The term comes from the Greek word gnosis which means to know. The Gnostics believed that they were in a class above everyone else because of their superior knowledge. Through their superior knowledge they had concluded that matter was inherently evil, therefore a divine being could not take on human flesh. Thus Christ did not actually possess a human body he only seemed to (Gk. dokeo- Docetism). The Gnostics also believed that they were above the normal distinctions of right and wrong. This resulted in a complete disregard for Christian morality. They reasoned that since the body is inherently evil it doesn’t matter what the body does, God is only interested in the spirit.
These and other Gnostic ideas will be refuted by John in this epistle.

Now even though we don’t normally think of Gnosticism as any sort of a threat to the church today it is still very much alive and well. In the 19th and 20th Centuries it resurfaced in what we commonly refer to as the pseudo Christian cults i.e. Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science, Unity School of Christianity, Theosophy, Scientology etc. In the 21st. Century, Gnosticism’s influence continues to increase through the New Age movement. Read from back cover of Peter Jones’ book.

Gay rights are promoted in popular magazines, public radio, and Hollywood. Feminist spirituality is making inroads into Christianity. Christian students are being silenced in the name of religious tolerance. Mystical techniques for achieving well-being and self-knowledge are being adopted in the business world and military. Merely coincidental trends?
Peter Jones says no. they are expressions of an ancient heresy reasserting itself today. Documenting how Gnosticism- a heresy of self-deification – has returned with a vengeance in the New Age Movement, Jones calls the church to spiritual warfare as The Gnostic Empire Strikes Back. 

Chapter 1, Verses 1-4
a. The beginning. Not creation but Christ’s coming.

Christ’s coming into the world brought a new beginning. We reckon time from Christ’s coming B.C and A.D. Nazi’s, before time computed, after time computed. Atheistic humanist, before common era, after common era.

b. That which we have seen, beheld… N.T. Eyewitness account of life of Christ. Eyewitness testimony irrefutable.  (Discovery channel- it is written, but is it true?)
c. Eternal life is a person!

d. Fellowship.

e.. Joy full.

Verses 5-7

a. God is light- He is the source and essence of holiness and righteousness, goodness and truth; in Him there is nothing that is unholy or unrighteous, evil or false. 

As Moses said concerning God, “ He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth without injustice; Righteous and upright is He”. 
b. False professions-
c. Walking in light equals fellowship w/God and continual cleansing.

Verses 8-10

a. Denial of sin shows self deception, absence of truth in our lives, makes God a liar.

b. Confession brings forgiveness of sin, and cleansing from all unrighteousness. He is faithful and just.

Chapter 2, Verses 1-2 

a. Sin is the exception not the rule in the believer’s life.

b. An advocate- paraclete. Advocate: a person who speaks in favor of another, or a person who pleads for another before a judge.
The moment we sin the devil constitutes himself the prosecuting attorney in the high court of heaven. Jesus Christ the righteous is our defense attorney as well as the one who paid our debt and he defends us before our Father not a judge.
“I hear the accuser roar, of ills that I have done;
I know them well, and thousands more, 

The Lord he findeth none.

Though the restless foe accuses-

Sins recounting like a flood, 

Every charge our God refuses; 

Christ has answered with His Blood.”

