The True God

1 Jn 5:20

Introduction: Years ago I was talking to a young woman about the Lord and she said to me, “I’m not interested in Jesus Christ, I just believe in a God of love”. I said to hear, “where did you get the idea that God is love”? After thinking about it for a few minutes, she said she didn’t know. I told her that that idea came from the Bible and specifically from Jesus himself. Although men did have some knowledge of God prior to the coming of Jesus, the full revelation came through Christ. This is what John said in the opening verses of his gospel and that is what he is saying here. 

I. We know that the Son of God has come. How do we know Jesus was the Son of God? 

1. Prophecy 

2. The Virgin Birth.

3. The Miracles.

4. The Resurrection.

II. The Son of God.

a. Equal with God- “The Jews sought to kill him because He said God was His father, making Himself equal with God”. Jn. 5:18
b. Jesus as God the Son is the representative of God the father.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things are made which are in heaven and earth… For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”. Col 1:15,16, 2:9
“Who being the brightness of His glory, the exact representation of His person… Heb 1:3
“He that has seen Me has seen the Father”. Jn 14:9

III. Given us an understanding-

a. Gentiles, understanding darkened.

b. Jews, understanding distorted.

c. Jesus, understanding perfect.

IV. That we may know Him who is true.

a. What did Jesus reveal to us about God that had not been previously known or understood?

1. God is a tri-unity. His very nature is about fellowship, community, love.

2. God is full of mercy and grace toward sinners: Lame man, woman caught in adultery, Zaccheus the tax collector, thief on the cross. 

3. God has compassion for those who are afflicted: The blind, the lame, the deaf, the diseased all healed by Jesus. The poor fed and comforted. 

4. God is Love in a way that no one would have ever imagined: For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son…

5. God is Holy; He abhors sin and must punish all evil. The Cross!

Close: This is (the Father and the Son) the true God, and eternal life-
a. True God implies there are also false gods. 

b. True God known through the Son of God.

c. Eternal life- Jn. 17:3   This is Eternal Life- knowing God and Jesus Christ.

