Four Reasons God Gave Us the Bible

Introduction: Here in John’s first epistle he tells us four specific reasons for having written this letter. I want to take those four reasons and extend them beyond this letter to the entire Bible. So our message today is Four Reasons God Gave Us the Bible.

That Your Joy May Be Full- We’ll come back to this one at the end. 

I. That You May Not Sin- 2:1

A. The Bible tells us what sin is. 

1. The Ten Commandments. Ex 20:2-17 By the Law is the knowledge of sin.

2. The Works of the Flesh: adultery, sexual immorality, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outburst of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries etc.

B. The Bible tells us what sin does.

1. It Destroys Life: The wages of sin is death. Sin when it is fully mature brings forth death. 

2. Sin grieves and angers God. 

3. Sin brings judgment. Those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom.

C. The Bible tells us how to have victory over sin.

1. By the words of your mouth I have been kept from the paths of the destroyer. 

2. Your word I have hidden in my heart that I might not sin against you.

3. If you continue in my word… you will know the truth and the truth will make you free.

4. Sanctify them through your truth, your word is truth. 

II. Concerning Those Who Try To Deceive You- 2:26

A. We still have the cults. We still have the New Age movement.

B. Resurgence of an aggressive and evangelistic Islam.

C. Rise of the New Atheism- Dawkins, Dennett, Hitchens, Harris.

D. Rise of New Atheist Theologians- Bart Ehrman: Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible. God’s Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Question- - Why We Suffer. Misquoting Jesus: The Story of Who Changed the Bible and Why.

E. Rise of the New Liberal Theology of the Emergents. 

F. Simply knowing our Bibles will go a long way to protect us from this onslaught.
III. That You May Know That You Have Eternal Life- 5:13

A. The Bible gives the knowledge of the way of salvation.

B. The Bible tells us what God did to save us.

C. The Bible tells us what we must do to be saved.

D. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ!

IV. That Your Joy Maybe Full- 1:4

A. Knowing God brings us Joy. Happy are the people who’s God is the Lord. 

B. Knowing our sins are forgiven brings us Joy. Happy is the man who’s sins are forgiven, who’s lawless deeds are covered. 

C. Knowing God loves us, knowing God has a plan for our lives, knowing God cares for us, knowing that all things work together for good to those who love God, all these wonderful truths we’ve discovered through His word cause us to rejoice. 

Close: God gave us the Bible for all these reasons and more. Let’s make sure we are availing ourselves of all that God has for us in His word. Read it, Meditate on it, Study it, Memorize it, Believe it, Obey it. 

