In the Wilderness

Numbers 1:1

Introduction: When the Old Testament scriptures were translated into Greek this third book of Moses was entitled Numbers because of the two numberings of the Israelite host found in the book.

The Hebrew title of the book is not Numbers, but “In the Wilderness” because it covers the 38 years of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness.

Being in the wilderness was part of God’s plan to teach Israel to trust the Lord for everything. It was to be a brief experience on their journey to the Promised Land, but instead it became a 38 year delay in their inheriting the promises of God. We as Christians have our times in the wilderness, so to speak, times when God seems to hide his face from us and we are forced to walk by faith in his promises rather than feeling his presence. These ‘wilderness experiences’, as we might call them, are all part of a normal Christian life. But as with the Israelites, it’s possible to put ourselves in a wilderness that goes far beyond anything that God intended.

We want to look at both experiences and see how to persevere through the one and avoid the other.

I. Times of spiritual dryness or darkness.

a. Excitement accompanying salvation.

b. Sudden change in spiritual experience.

c. Can this really happen to a Christian? Ps 77, Isa 50 

d. Why do we have these experiences? Why did the Israelites go into the wilderness?

And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you all the way… in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. Deut 8:2-3

e. Educational process. Teach us things about ourselves and about God that we wouldn’t otherwise learn. These things ultimately teach us to walk by faith!

II. Walk by faith, not by sight.

a. Faith verses feeling.

b. Times of dryness offer us an opportunity to walk by faith.

c. Without faith it is impossible to please God! 

III. The wilderness can also be a result of failure on our part.

a. Unbelief’

b. Rebellion

c. Neglect 
Close: Persevere by faith.  Inherit promises by obedience. 

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. Rom 4:20

