Sheep without a Shepherd

Numbers 27:12-17

Introduction: Moses here expresses his concern that the people would become as sheep which have no shepherd. Moses of course had spent forty years tending his father in law’s sheep, and therefore would have known just how pitiful sheep without a shepherd are. Sheep, unlike most other animals are not able to survive without someone watching over and taking care of them.

For that reason, God, over and over again, likens men to sheep.

1. The characteristics of sheep.

2. The similarities between sheep and men.

3. The Lord is my shepherd.

I. The characteristics of sheep.

a. No homing instinct.

b. No sense of danger.

c. No defensive skills.

d. No preserving instinct.

II. The similarities between sheep and men.

a. No homing instinct- “All we like sheep have gone astray”.

b. No sense of danger- Man goes headlong into sin, no fear of judgment! 

c. No defensive skills- Captive of Satan.

d. No preserving instinct- Self-destruct mode.

III. The Lord is my Shepherd. Psalm 23

Close: Joshua type of Christ.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

